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Credo (RV 591)      Antonio Vivaldi
i. Credo
ii. Et incarnates est
iii. Crucifixus
iv. Et resurrexit / Et vitam – Amen

Concerto for Strings in G major (RV 145)   Antonio Vivaldi
i. Allegro molto
ii. Andante e sempre pianissimo
iii. Presto

Magnificat (RV 610)      Antonio Vivaldi
i. Magnificat
ii. Et exultavit
iii. Et Misericordia
iv. Fecit potentiam
v. Deposuit potentes
vi. Esurientes implevit
vii. Suscepit Israel
viii. Sicut locutus
ix. Gloria Patri – Amen

I N T E R V A L (30 minutes)
A licensed bar is available at the front and the back of the church.

Mass in G (D 167)      Franz Schubert
i. Kyrie eleison
ii. Gloria in excelsis
iii. Credo
iv. Sanctus – Osanna
v. Benedictus – Osanna
vi. Agnus Dei

Programme

No unauthorised photography, video or sound recording is permitted
during the performance. We thank you for your co-operation.



Schubert was born in Vienna, and died there at the age of 31. He was a 
younger contemporary of Beethoven, and like him represents a transition 
between the Classicism of Mozart and Haydn and the Romantic period. 
Schubert wrote nine symphonies and a great deal of chamber music, but his 
greatest gift was in melody. He contributed much to the German art song, or 
Lied, writing several song cycles. He was particularly talented in matching the 
words of his favorite poets to the appropriate music. He composed with great 
ease, and very rapidly. His output, considering his short life, is remarkable. It 
is said that he sometimes failed to recognize his own music when presented 
with it.

The Mass in G is one of four masses Schubert wrote while still in his teens. It is 
relatively short, only about 25 minutes, and partly for that reason is frequently 
performed. Another reason for its popularity is its simplicity. It is scored for 
strings and organ only, so relatively small groups can perform it.

The Credo is one segment of the mass which is frequently performed alone. 
The tempo remains the same throughout the movement, producing an almost 
hypnotic rhythm.

A curiosity is the fact that Schubert omitted the words “and I believe in the one 
holy Catholic and Apostolic Church” from the end of the Credo. It must have 
been deliberate, and should have caused much comment at the time. In any 
case, the words have been restored for almost all performances of the work. 
Today, however, the work is being sung as Schubert wrote it.

Franz Schubert (1797 - 1828) – Mass No. 2 in G (D167) 



Vivaldi’s Credo is in four movements, all of them choral. In a style similar to that 
of Vivaldi’s psalm setting In exitu Israel (RV 604), the first movement adorns the 
chorus’s simple rhythms of crotchets and minims with the orchestra playing 
semiquavers and quavers. The second movement is a brief choral episode in 
the stile antico, borrowing thematic material from the composer’s Magnificat. 
In the third movement, based on the Crucifixus portion of the Nicene Creed, 
Vivaldi establishes pain and grief with constant quavers (followed by a rest 
of the same duration) in the orchestra and the use of the lamento pattern 
(chromatic steps descending from the tonic to the dominant). The fourth 
movement is similar to the first, based on a similar semiquaver-quaver motif, 
but it ends with a fugue.

The Magnificat is notable for its conciseness. As it is a setting of the canticle 
sung at every Vesper service, it was inevitably destined to be repeated time 
after time, and this is perhaps the reason why Vivaldi exercised such restraint. 
It opens – strikingly – with the favourite chromatic passage set to the first 
verse. There follows an ‘aria a tre’, a movement in which the text of each of the 
three succeeding verses is sung by a different voice. Even the choir makes a 
brief appearance, repeating the alto’s ‘omnes’ (‘all’) with punning effect. This 
is followed by the most extended and memorable of all the movements, a 
chorus on the verse beginning ‘Et misericordia eius’. Here Vivaldi expresses 
great poignancy through chromaticism and ‘anguished’ melodic intervals 
such as the major seventh. The next two verses are set as a pair of choral 
movements: ‘Fecit potentiam’ dramatically demonstrates the Lord’s strength 
over a splendidly busy bass line, and the mighty are put down and the humble 
exalted in graphic fashion. Next, to illustrate the filling of the ‘hungry with 
good things’, Vivaldi inserts a charming duet for sopranos supported by a 
prominent ostinato figure in the bass. The ‘Suscepit Israel’ is a brief interlude, 
leading to the surprisingly cheerful ‘Sicut locutus est’ terzet – not quite the 
solemn homage to the biblical forefathers which this verse usually produces. 
The Doxology begins with a condensed version of the work’s opening bars 
(the punning possibilities of the words ‘As it was in the beginning’ are rarely 
overlooked!), followed by a vigorous double fugue in traditional style.

Antonio Vivaldi (1797 - 1828)
Credo (RV 591) and Magnificat (RV 610)



David Walder - tenor
David is a graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge where 
he performed both as a cellist and singer.  He continued 
to sing with a number of choirs while pursuing a career 
in the computer industry before becoming a full time 
singer having studied with Lesley-Jane Rogers and with 
Neil Mackie, Head of Vocal Studies at the Royal College of 
Music.  

For twelve years David was a Tenor Lay Clerk at Guildford 
Cathedral undertaking a busy schedule of services, concerts and recordings.  
He has performed on Classic FM, BBC Radio 2 and BBC Radio 3 and appeared 
on recordings by the Royal Philharmonic and BBC Concert Orchestras. David 
is a regular soloist with choirs and choral societies throughout the UK and 
abroad including Greece, France, New York and Washington DC.  

Recent concert engagements have included Bach St John Passion (Evangelist) 
and Magnificat, Britten St Nicolas, Gounod Messe Solennelle de Sainte Cecile, 
Haydn The Creation, Handel Messiah and Dettingen Te Deum, Kodaly Missa 
Brevis, Monteverdi Vespers of 1610, Mozart C Minor Mass and Vesperae 
Solennes de Confessore, Rossini Petite Messe Solennelle, Vaughan Williams On 
Wenlock Edge and Hodie.  

He is also the Musical Director of the Farley Singers, a Berkshire Chamber 
Choir.

EGCS is grateful to the following members of the choir for taking solo work in 
this concert: Isabella Barton, Margaret Barnett, Andrew Clifford, Jane Clifford, 
Geoff Lamb, Mandy Mcleod, John Older, Gill Olliver



George Clifford graduated from the Royal Academy of 
Music with a BMus (First Class Honours) in Performance 
(violin) in 2009 and went on to study for an MA 
in baroque violin, achieving a distinction and the 
prestigious DipRAM for an outstanding final recital.
 

Having participated in the Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment’s ‘OAE Experience’ scheme in 2011 
George continues to perform with the orchestra. For 
the last four summers he has played at Glyndebourne 
Festival Opera, last year in Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro. 
Other recent highlights have included the first ever 
period instrument performance of Mahler’s Resurrection 
Symphony under Vladimir Jurowski, Weber’s Der 

Freischütz with Sir Mark Elder to celebrate the orchestra’s 30th birthday, and a tour of 
South Korea and China performing Handel and Telemann with tenor Ian Bostridge.

George has also worked with the Gabrieli Consort and Players (appearing in the 
BBC documentary ‘Messiah at the Foundling Hospital’), Orchestre Révolutionnaire 
et Romantique, English Concert, Early Opera Company and plays regularly with the 
Hanover Band, Classical Opera and La Nuova Musica.
 

George is concertmaster of the Amadè Players, an ensemble of young musicians 
dedicated to exploring forgotten repertoire from the 18th Century. He has twice 
featured with the ensemble on BBC Radio 3’s ‘In Tune’, most recently in 2015 playing 
Ditters’ Concerto in C for two violins, and first in 2012 giving the broadcast premiere 
of Vivaldi’s Sonata for violin and basso continuo RV.815. He also gave the London 
premiere of the Vivaldi sonata at the Foundling Museum, where the manuscript was 
discovered.

George’s enthusiasm and dedication to period performance have led him to establish 
himself as leader and fixer of Meridian Ensemble, a period instrument orchestra which 
performs with choirs in London and the South East of England. Repertoire includes 
Mozart’s Requiem and Mass in C minor, Bach’s St. John Passion, Handel’s Dixit Dominus 
and Haydn’s Creation.

The Meridian Ensemble

Violins    George Clifford, Christiane Eidsten Dahl
Viola    Alexis Bennett
Cello    Kate Conway
Bass    Rosie Moon

Organ Continuo  Ray Maulkin



Richard Jenkinson During his years at the Royal 
College of Music in London, Richard studied 
conducting, choir-training and composition, in 
addition to the keyboard skills of organ, piano 
and harpsichord. He won many prizes, and was 
also awarded the Silver Medal of the Worshipful 
Company of Musicians.

Since student days, Richard has concentrated 
increasingly on working with choirs and choral 
societies, and he now has a very busy life as a  
choral director, accompanist, coach, organist and 

composer. He is currently Musical Director to Kent Chorus, East Grinstead Choral 
Society, and to the chamber choir Meridian Voices, and also works regularly with 
many other leading choirs in London and Southern England. 

Most recently, Richard has taken up the post of Director of Music and Choir 
Director at Cuckfield Parish Church in West Sussex, where he is enjoying the 
rich and varied pattern of music in a most lovely and responsive venue!

Concert tours and choral exchanges have taken Richard and his choirs to many 
venues in Europe, often hosting return visits back in the UK. Recent highlights 
have included last Autumn’s highly-acclaimed tour in Catalonia with EGCS, 
with performances bringing together the home and the visiting choirs. Plans 
are now well in hand for our Catalan friends to visit here next year.

Richard is also looking forward to leading singers on another visit to Belgium 
for the Last Post Ceremony as part of the 1918-2018 commemorations at the 
Menin Gate, and in the cathedral in Ypres.



East Grinstead Choral Society – Join us!
Like what you’ve heard? Why not try it yourself? East Grinstead 
Choral Society is one of the friendliest and most welcoming groups 
around. Members come mainly from East Grinstead but also 
from a large surrounding area. If you’d like to join us then we’ll be 
delighted to hear from you! Newcomers are always welcome at any 
of our rehearsals, which are on Thursdays from 7.30-9.45pm at The 
Jubilee Community Centre, East Grinstead.  If you’re interested then 
please visit our website www.egcs.org.uk for more information, or 
speak to any member of the choir. 

Support us:

Help us raise funds for free  when you shop online! 

“easyfundraising” is a brilliant way 
to raise money for the choir. Shop 
online from over 2,700 retailers and they’ll give a donation  every 
time you buy something, at no extra cost.

Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/egcs to sign up.



Future events:

Forest Row Choral Society
Saturday 18 Nov – Forest Row Parish Church
Howard Goodall: “Eternal Light”

Meridian Voices
Saturday 25 Nov – St. Swithun’s Church, East Grinstead
“Sun, Sea, Moon and Stars”: including music by Haydn, Elgar and MacDowall

Meridian Voices
Friday 1 Dec – Cuckfield Parish Church – lunchtime concert
“Sun, Sea, Moon and Stars” 

East Grinstead Choral Society
Saturday 2 Dec – Chequer Mead Community Arts Centre, East Grinstead
“Last Night of the ‘Christmas’ Proms”

Kent Chorus
Friday 8 Dec – Frant Church
Family Christmas Concert by Candlelight

Cantu Amici
Tuesday 12 Dec – St. Swithun’s Church, East Grinstead
Christmas concert

East Grinstead Choral Society
Saturday 10 March – St. Mary’s Church, East Grinstead
Mozart: Vespers and Coronation Mass

Kent Chorus
Saturday 17 March – venue t.b.c.
Faure: Requiem and Vaughan Williams: Mystical Songs

East Grinstead Choral Society
Saturday 24 March – St. Swithun’s Church, East Grinstead
“Come and Sing” Stainer’s Crucifixion
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Saturday 2nd December 7.00pm

Last Night of the
“Christ�as” Proms!

Grab your fl ags and your glad rags for this festive special –
choral classics, favourite carols for all to sing and a fun fi nale!

East Grinstead
Choral Society

presents

Registered charity number 801961

Tickets: £15 adult / £8 students and children
from Chequer Mead Box Offi  ce on 01342 302000

or tickets@chequermead.org.uk

Chequer Mead
Community Arts Centre
East Grinstead RH19 3BS

 December 7.00pm December 7.00pm December 7.00pm December 7.00pm


